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Life after Death 

Scott Swartzendruber 

Easter is a time to once again be reminded of the great truth that there is 

life after death. The dead in Christ shall rise again as Jesus himself said. 

This truth is what keeps us grounded and hopeful even when we face dev-

astating losses in our lives.  Sheryl Sandberg, the wife of Dave Sandberg, 

describes what became a really sad day on May 1, 2015. “Dave, the CEO 

of SurveyMonkey, was on vacation that had been filled with games with 

family and friends, walks and long talks by the pool.  When he climbed on 

the fitness-center treadmill that Friday, nothing but blue sky appeared 

ahead: his company was doing well, his children were healthy, and he was 

in love as ever with his wife Sheryl Sandberg.  Then his heart gave out. His 

life ended at the age of 47.”   

 

Over the last few months Sheryl Sandberg has been doing a lot of writing 

and speaking about how to spring back from adversity when it comes 

knocking on your door.  As people of faith in Jesus, the One who overcame 

death, we are given the blessed assurance that we will be reunited with our 

loved ones someday.  All will be restored in heaven.  This is the reality and 

truth of Easter.  In the face of great adversity full restoration will come.   

 

It is also interesting to note that after her husband died Sheryl Sandberg 

kept a journal which she says helped ease the grieving process.  In her jour-

nal she mentions that what makes it harder to spring back from adversity is 

a false notion that, “sadness must carpet a person’s life from wall to wall.”  

In other words, that one can never be better again and that there will not be 

any more happy times in this life.   

 

As Easter people who have and will deal with adversity in life, we are 

blessed with the realization that no matter what we face in this life we can 

be lifted up knowing that we shall meet our loved ones again in Heaven.  

We can in the face of adversity mix grief and joy in a way that allows us to 

still live out our days in ways that bring happiness into our lives, and into 

the lives of others.   
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SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST 

 Easter is a time to once 

again be reminded of 

the great truth that 

there is life after death.  

 He changed my focus 

from the negative to 

being firmly placed on 

Him.  



Congratulations! 
These people have reached a milestone, 50 or more years of marriage, or 80 or more years of life. 

Don’t forget to send a card! The addresses are in your church directory. 

 

Birthday: 

Anna Mae Graber ~ May 1 

Joe Hershberger ~ May 16 

Nedra Schrock ~ May 21 

WHAT’S HAPPENING!!! 
Ed V & Carol Miller 

_______________________________________________________ 

OK, it’s that time of the weekend that this has to be 
written!  The mushroom season has been a huge dis-
traction for me.  Yes, the mushrooms are out and actu-
ally found my 1st ones on April 11th here in Washing-
ton County.  Actually sitting here and writing this arti-
cle will give my poor legs a chance to rest and be reju-
venated for a nice long hike tomorrow.  Don’t you just 
love dead elm trees this time of the year! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Erica Hostetler has become a first-time home owner.  
She purchased a house in Wellman and is having a 
good time decorating her new abode.  Unfortunately 
she is learning about “creeping Charlie”, but that’s 
part of the fun of having your own place.  Well Erica, 

we think you will do quite well in your new place; af-
ter all you are the daughter of a good carpenter! 
 
For the few of you who have not already heard, Carol 
Miller won a $1000.00.  She entered a bingo contest 
put on by KCII Radio Station in Washington, Iowa.  
She had to keep a log of the various advertisements 
and completed several entry forms.  Carol got inter-
viewed by one of the KCII staff and it was fun to listen 
to the interview “on air” for several days after the ini-
tial announcement.  Thanks to Brother Schillerstrom, 
she was encouraged to do some tithing so that she 
could spend the remainder with a clear conscience!  
What wisdom! 
 
Well that’s all for this time.  Let’s go do some garden-
ing!  So long for now. 
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Library Notes 
Shirley Hochstedler 

There are so many good books to read in the KMC 
library. On these pleasant spring days, when you 
want a break from the work outdoors, sit back and 
read! Come on in and browse our shelves, or pick out 
a book from the “new” shelf.   
 
A lovely new childrens book is entitled “Audrey 
Bunny”.  Don’t miss this one. Another good mission-
ary story for young readers is “A Question of Yams” 
by Gloria Repp. 
 
Other books include “Five Conversations You Must 
Have With Your Son” by Vicki Courtney; “Sand in 
My Sandwich” by Sarah Parshall Perry; “Welcome 
Homeless” by Alan Graham; “The Way of Letting 
Go” by Wilma Derksen (a story of forgiving the man 
who murdered her daughter). 
 
Two books by well known singing artists are “When 
God Doesn’t Fix It” by Laura Story; and “Between 
Heaven and the Real World”  by Steven Curtis Chap-
man. 

Fiction books include “Fair Play” by Deeann Gist; 
and the three books in Lynn Austins Restoration Se-
ries: 
“Return to Me”,  “Keepers of the Covenant”, and 
“On This Foundation.”  If you like reading biblical 
fiction, you will love this series. 
 
Keep browsing the shelves in the library. You will be 
glad you did! 

  3 

Serving with “MDS” 
 

When the opportunity arises, “MDS” shows up to lend a hand. These men were part of the “Mennonite Dusting Service” 
that recently served at Crooked Creek Christian Camp to help clean the new Welcome Center, which opened ‘for business’ 
on April 17.  



In Pursuit 

Dawn Wyse 

When I was young I watched Captain Kangaroo on 

TV.  One of my favorite parts of the show was 

when he read a book to us.  One of the books was 

Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, 

Very Bad Day.  Well, for me, I lived that book on 

Monday.  I allowed it to put me in a discouraged, 

tired and a no-fun-to-be- around mood.  Not only 

did I have the mood on Monday, but I woke up with 

it on Tuesday as well.  I was gloomier than Eeyore 

from Winnie the Pooh.  It was a huge weight on 

me.  Nothing I did would shake it.  I put on praise 

music.  I read my favorite comics and worked my 

favorite puzzles.  Nothing put a dent in my lousy 

mood.   

 

Then I opened up Facebook and came across a post 

by Graham Cooke.  He spoke about how God con-

tinually changes our lens.  We can see only so 

much at a time.  Then God will bring us to a point 

of crisis that will put us in a position where our vi-

sion isn’t as clear.  What He wants to show us is 

beyond the box in which we see clearly.  At that 

point we have a choice to make.  We either try 

shove things back into the box or we, with God’s 

help, adjust our lens to be able to see beyond where 

our vision could go before.  God’s kingdom is big-

ger than our world and God wants us to keep ad-

justing our lens so we can take more of it in.  You 

see, God’s focus is on the new man, not the old.  He 

killed the old man on the cross.  He’s striving to 

bring us to the new man He knows we can become. 

 

If that wasn’t enough, God had another point to 

make with me.  I came across a quote from Bill 

Johnson.  “Anyone living aware of the presence of 

God is never at the mercy of those who darken the 

environment, whether those people are bitter or de-

pressed or whatever.  As we live aware of the pres-

ence of God with us, we are much more likely to 

influence the environment ourselves.  It is true” 

 

You would have thought that was enough but God 

had one more point to make to me.  I was reading 

Renewal Theology by J. Rodman Williams and 

came across this statement.  “The word ‘abundant’ 

is surely to be connected with the outpouring of the 

Holy Spirit.  When God gives, He does not hold 

back.  According to John 3:34 “it is not by measure 

that He gives the Spirit”.  The gift of the Holy Spirit 

is one of plenitude and boundlessness.”  

 

Now I was fully convicted but I knew I couldn’t 

adjust my lens.  I prayed for Jesus to lift the depres-

sion that was weighing on me.  I begged God to lift 

the burdens that were holding me down.  I told Him 

I was incapable to do this on my own but I knew He 

could.  It was amazing!  Within two hours I was 

feeling lighter than I have felt in a long time.  All 

praise goes to God for this.  Not one of the difficul-

ties from the day before had gone away, but God 

had adjusted my lens to see Him more clearly.  He 

changed my focus from the negative to being firmly 

placed on Him.   

 

As I contemplate the last couple of days I was re-

minded of the story of Elisha’s servant in 2 Kings 

6:15-17.  “ When the servant of the man of God 

rose early in the morning and went out, behold, an 

army with horses and chariots was all around the 

city. And the servant said, “Alas, my master! What 

shall we do?”  He said, “Do not be afraid, for those 

who are with us are more than those who are with 

them.” Then Elisha prayed and said, “O Lord, 

please open his eyes that he may see.” So the Lord 

opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw, and 

behold, the mountain was full of horses and chari-

ots of fire all around Elisha.”  What a special mo-

ment that had to be for Elisha’s servant.  His lens 

was adjusted so he could see more of God at work.  

I doubt he ever forgot that day.  A detail I noticed is 

that the servant was given this moment because 

Elisha asked God to do this for his servant.  He 

probably would have missed out if Elisha hadn’t 

thought of him. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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(In Pursuit, cont. from page 4) 

This makes me appreciate more the Christians who 

have poured into me so that my lens could be adjusted 

to see more of God and His kingdom.  It also brought to 

my attention that within 24 hours of my prayer God 

brought three people to speak into my life through a 

conversation, a text and a card of encouragement.  Isn’t 

God overwhelming in His generosity?  He didn’t need 

to do this, my mood was already good.  He just likes to 

put the cherry on top.  He loves us so much! I could 

bask in these gifts and I intend to enjoy them and thank 

Him profusely for them, but I also want to learn from 

this experience so I am ready for my next lens adjust-

ment . . . I know it will come.   

 

I Corinthians 13:12 keeps coming to me.  I want to 

share it with you in the expanded version.  In some 

ways it is a little more difficult to read, but I encourage 

you to take it in little by little and let the meaning wash 

over you.  Here it is:  It is the same with us [ For…]. 

Now we see a dim reflection [obscurely; or indirectly], 

as if we were looking into a mirror [ through a glass 

darkly], but then we shall see clearly [ face to face]. 

Now I know only a part, but then I will know fully, as 

God has known me [ I am fully known].” Isn’t this a 

great promise?  God promises that we will be able to 

see Him clearly.  He is going to show us everything.  

This blows my mind.  It also is a comfort to me, be-

cause it reminds me that God knows that the lens I see 

with right now has limits.  That really takes the pressure 

off me.  He knows what I don’t know and He knows 

that I don’t know it.   

 

So I am challenged to continue to allow God to adjust 

my lens to meet whatever He allows to unfold in my 

life.  I am also challenged to be a mediator to pray for 

others so that their lens would be adjusted to see God in 

new ways.  There is so much more God has to reveal to 

us.  We just need to turn to Him and keep our eyes on 

Him so we can see the more He has set out for us.  This 

is a big prayer and a life changer.  I pray that I won’t try 

to put the “more” back into a box, but rather I will trust 

Him to safely lead me beyond my current visibility.   

As always, in pursuit….. 
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The best mathematical equation I have ever seen:  

1 cross + 3 nails = 4 given.  
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